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HOUGH it be the grand and " KF 
fole privilege of the Commons i 
aſſembled 3 in parliament to grant ſupplies, 
do receive petitions, and to debate freely 
on all national queſtions, yet, it is the 
indiſpenſible duty and ice of parliament 
to controul the power of the crown, and 
to keep it within its due bounds, that it 
may not ſwallow up the rights of the 
people; to ſay to monarchy, ** hitherto *' 3 
ſhalt thou go, and no farther.” But when- | = 
B ever L 


„ 
| dan n OO 16s 1 
/ ever the crown has obtained ſo much in- 
4 fluence as to bias the great council of the 


nation, then one part, and let me add, 


the principal part, becauſe the greateſt 
part of the legiſlature is overturned. We 
may Juſt fas well haye no parhment at. 
all, yea, much better, than to have ſuch 

_ a parliament as, is made a cat's-paw to 
effect thoſe corrupt purpoſes, which with- 
out its aid and ſeeming ſanction, even 
unlimited monarchy durſt not under- 
take. Indeed, whenever, the executive 
power has ſo much bias as to obtain but 
a ſingle vote of parliament contrary to the 
ſenſe of the people at large, then that nice 
poiſe and equilibriumwhich- is the very 
eſſence and glory of the Britiſh: conſti- 
tution is loſt, and in that inſtance if in 
no other, ſovereignty 3 2 3 li 
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government is abſorbed! by tho monar- uf 
chical. 3 81 | ; 
How] 
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How frequently, rather How cvtivint- 
ally this was the caſe during the late att. 
miniſtration, every body knows: and 
indeed whoever conſiders, Fir, how much” 


plates, contracts, promiſes, connécfiont, 


Ep 7 5, 


and RFintereſt'in'a thonfandſother 
are apt to influetice-the minds and ct cb 
duct of men. Secondly, How unequal a re- 
repreſentation of the people tllere is in 
parliament; and how many boroughs are 
conſtantly kept in the hands of the n- 
niſter, will rather wonder at thoſe vir- 

Fuous ſtruggles which” have lately been 
made in the houſe of commons to ſave 
the nation and to reſtore the conſtitution, 
than flatter himſelf with the perſuaſio ion 
that a patriot king, ruling over a free 


people by law, and in their hearts by 


affection, with a miniſtry equally the 
ſervants of. the” crown, and of the people, 
and at the ſame time the confidential 
friends of both, will not al Ways be tlie 


greateſt phenomenon i in the world. 
Again, 
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Again, it muſt be conſidered that the 


ſtruggles of the people againſt the en- 


croachments of the crown, are in the 
very nature of things open and viſible: . 
whereas the ſtruggles of the crown 
againſt the people are uſually ſecret. and 
inviſible, conſequently the more dange- 
rous. Add to this, that places and conge 


Jelires give a dead weight to the crown 


influence i in the ariſtocratical part of. the 


legiſlatu re. 


# © 


| Notwithſtanding all theſe diſadvantages 


a pleaſing proſpect of hope now dawns 


upon our view by the formation ofa new 


miniſtry, who have taken. the manage- 
ment of public affairs into their hands, 
and who come into office upon ſuch a 
footing as no preceeding miniſtry (at leaſt 


as a body) ever did before. As the for- 


mer adminiſtration was diſmiſſed by the 
voice the independent voice of parliament, 
TK their want of Foref, gb and of 


* 


ability; 


nne 


i. 
ability ; and that it was not for the intereſt 
of the country that the management of public 
affairs ſhould remain any longer in their 


hands who had ſo groſsly miſmanaged thoſe 


affairs, that no further confidence ought to 
be placed 1 in them. I fay as the indepen- 


dent voice of parliament againſt them 


obtained their reſignation ; ſo his Ma- 


jeſty ever attentive to the deſires of his 
people, and anxious to promote their 
happineſs, has now made choice of thoſe 
very men to fill every important place 


of truſt, whom he judged would meet the 
wiſhes of his faithful commons, and of 


the nation in general. Theſe men there- 
fore know their call to office is voce poprily ; 


and if they are true to the principles they 


profeſs, they will acknowledge it to be 


voce Dei.“ — They will remember how 


ſolemnly they have pledged themſelves to 
parliament (particularly upon the day 


* 1 mean thoſe of them who dne that any 


ſuch Being exiſts. 
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when. the Earl of Surry's motion was ex- 
pected) that they have no finiſter matives 
Whatever in view, that they have no- 
thing near their hearts but the public good, 
totally to expel every atom, and to eradicate 
every fibre of corruption, to purge out the 
ae leaven of undue influence; and that 


Fleſtere fi nequeo ſuperos acheronta movebo, * 


is a maxim unworthy any man who 
Has a grain of ' honeſty in his boſom. 
Tay chey will remember theſe declara- 
tions, and they will remember too, that 
they will certainly be looked upon as the 
touchſtone and criterion of all their 

actions to the end of their political lives. 
We have often ſeen a gloomy, foggy day 
give place to a glympſe of genial ſun; 
ſuddenly the clouds have gathered again, 
and the evening has turned out worſe 
than the morning. Let me not be 
deemed 2 croakter, eſpecially when tlie 
nation is on tiptoe looking for the happy 


effects 


* Mr, Burke's laſt ſpeech. 


61 

effects of the late change; but I would ra- 
ther be a croaker than a flurtener. yet I have 
no:need to be thought either one or the 
other, if I ſay to every independent mem- 
ber of the houſe, including moyſelf, for 
ſueh I am and ſuch I Wille, Cui des 
vide. —looꝶ before you leap. It is the known 
characteriſtic of the Engliſn nation to be 
violently taken with things at firſt. And 
who can wonder at the general joy that 
now Prevails, if we confider into what 
a deplorable condition this nation has 
ſunk ſince the beginning of Lord North's 
adminiſtration. Burdened by an, enor- 


mous debt; oppreſſed by a weight of ac- 


cumvlated taxes on all the neceſſaries of 
life, and even on trade itſelf, a vigorous 
exertion of which could alone relieve us; 
torn by inteſtine diviſions and popular 
diſcontents; ſurrounded by powerful 
enemies, without one ally to help us; 

20 Vince engaged i in a long unſucceſsful 


war 4 will no t uſe the word wynuft, be- 


cauſe 


6120 
cauſe every one ſhall judge for themſelves) 
againſt thoſe who are related to us by 
every tie of union, friendſhip and mu- 
tual intereſt; our treaſures and finances 
exhauſted ; commerce ſtagnated ; public 
credit declining ; the flower of our armies 
cut off and defeated ; our fleets (once 
our glory) always too late in their ope- 
rations, and ſo much inferior to thoſe of 
our foes that the valour of our com- 
manders was thereby rendered ineffectual. 


This is a very ſhort but a very true 
ſketch of the ſtate of public affairs, which 
I need not fay have been growing worle 
and worſe every day. Can it then be 
wondered that the public joy is ſo univerſal 
upon the preſent change? and God for- 
bid that I myſelf, both as an individual 
and as a member of parliament, ſhould 
not bear 1 my ſhare in it, but I with it to be 
a laſting j Joy, and therefore my ſincere 
hope 1 is that as the country gentlemen or 

independent 


©" y 
independent part of the houfe, have now 
| ſeen what great things they can effect by 
| ſtanding. together as one undivided pha- 
lanx, ſo they will ſtill continue to act in 
concert, confidering meaſures more than 
men, and thereby throwing that vaſt 
weight of reſpectable influence into the 
ſcale of real patriotic virtue, of which we 
hear ſo much on all ſides bur fee ſo lit- 
tle on any. 


This cordial advice tendered indeed as 
it is with the moſt unfeigned deference 
and humility, will not be deemed imper- 
tinent by thoſe for whom it is principally 
deſigned, if it be for no other reaſon than 
the well meant intention of him who of- 
fers it. And as to thoſe who are lately 
come into office, as men of uprightneſs 
and integrity, they will be glad to draw 
ſome public advantage from every cau- 
tion which may be thrown out, and will re- 
 Joice at whatever tends to inveſtigate their 


motives, 


( 14 ) 
motives, and to ſift their conduct. At 
all events, I will ſay, let us remember Lord 
Howe's late quotation of the fable of the 
old man, his ſons, and the bundle of twigs. 


I muſt now obſerve that the firſt. 
queſtion on which the late miniſtry be- 
gan very evidently to totter (atleaſt ac- 
cording to my little obſervation) was 
on the motion of Sir James Lowther, 
December 12, 1781. That it is the 
an opinion of this houſe,” that the war 
te carried on in the Colonies and plan- 
« rations of North America, has proved 
« ineffectual, either to the protection of 
e his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects in the ſaid 
« Colonies, or for defeating · the dan- 
te gerous deſigns of our enemies.” And 
de that it is the opinion of this houſe, 
< that under the preſent circumſtances 
* of the country, all further attempts 
* to reduce the revolted Colonies to obe- 
e dience by force, are contrary to the 
* true intereſts of this kingdom ; as 

©: tending 
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« « tending to weaken its efforts ut 
« jp s ancient and Homeriul enemies. 


The American war was become very 
unpopular indeed, and the nation had 
for near ſeven years been groaning un- 
der the load of it. But though every 
day's experience evinced the impractica- 
bility and madneſs * of attempting the 
reduction of our revolted Colonies. by force, 
yet from the arangements which -were 
made when a late new created Viſcount 


Was 


* T cannot help making uſe of this exprefſion, 
and muſt own there is a print of Hogarth which] 
could never look -at without it's ,putting me in 
mind of the conduct of the then Ma with re- 
guard tothe American war. 

Ihe ſcene is Bedlam, and there is a poor wretch 
| attempting to diſcover the longitude, by drawing 
ſcores, degrees or what you pleaſe to call them, on 
the walls of his cell : but alas ! every line he makes 
drives him further and further from his object, and 
proves more and more his own infatuation. How 
is this to be accounted for but by the ſaying of = 

5 ALLIES 
mY There's j Joy in madneſs none bu 'madmen know, 
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Fw 
led up into an higher aſſembly ; from 
the ambiguous expreſſions of ſome of 
the Miniſtry, a nd from the more expli- 
cit or rather Jefs dark declaration of the 
new made Secretary of State, that in or- 
der to incline the Americans to 'wiſh 

for peace we muſt make them feel the ca- 
lamities of war (a ſentence well noticed 
by that very able young orator, Mr W. 
: Pitt. I ſay, from theſe and other cir- 
cumſtances, there is little reaſon to doubt 
| that it was not want of will but want 
of power in our Governors x, which oblig- 
ed them to deſiſt from puſhing on the 
war into the bowels of America, as long 
as there was one drop of blood to be 
drained 
I have made uſe of the word Governors at large, 
becauſe I pretend not to lay the proſecution of this 
unnatural war, at the door of any particular per- 
ſons or Per/onage : but whether it were He, She, 
or they, as a very great man more than once ob- 
ſerved in the houſe, the effects of it are ſo dread- 


ful to this kingdom, that we are likely to feel them 
as as Jong as the world itſelf exiſts, 


EE 
drained gut of the heart of England, or 
as long as a ,fingle ſhilling. could have. 
been borrowed, though they ſhould have 
poig two thillings for the loan of one. 


The iſſue of Sir James Lowther' 8 * 
tion having convinced the leaders of the 
then oppoſition, that the ſenſe of the 
independent part of the houſe was cle ar- | 
ly againſt a further carrying on of the | 

| American war, and that the country 
gentlemen, whether Whigs or Tories, 
would upon this ground be moſt likely 
to deſert the Miniſter, took care repeat- 
edly to bring forward the ſame queſtion i 
in ſubſtance, though couched under dif- 
ferent words, and propoſed by different 1 
perſons, (and by which their ſtrengthgrew I} 
in proportion as our loſſes increaſed) till - 
they brought the matter home to the 
miniſters themſelves, as the authors of 
all our national calamities *. 


I cannot help remarking here that though the 
American war, was as one called it, the Dulci- 
| 15 2 | nes 


( 18 ) 


Mr Fox; I'coticlbd& had the 5 principal 
hand in this buſines, ant möff artfully- 
T will fay mf charming he managed it. 
Much being neceſſary to be fad on 
opening the motion tending to a removal 
of Lord Sandwich, viz; © That there had 
cc been great miſmanagement i = our na- 
“e val affairs in the year 178 1.“ no man 
of leſs abilities was fit to undertake it; 
he therefore undertook it himſelf, and 
diſplayed, as he always does, ſuch profu- 
ſion of accurate knowledge, ſuch rich- 
neſs of idea, ſuch perſpicuity* of argu- 
ment, ſich methodical arrangement of 

matter, ſuch readineſs of expreſſion, yet 
without verbofity or repetition, that no 
ſpeaker « on the other ſide was at = a 
match for him. 


The Lord Advocate of Scotland, at- 
tempted to abſwer Mr Fox. But great 
nea dal Taboſo of a Quixote Miniſtry + Yet, it has 
been Nutts in the hands of oppoſition to pelt the 


Miniſtry with from one ſide of the houſe to the 
other. Not always without an handful of duſt to 


throw into the eyes of the gallery. 


(19), 
as his powers of oratory are, the anſwer 
was bur an auempte And the ſlip he made 
concerning Camtain Adam Duncan, occa- 
ſtoned him to receive a pretty warm ee. 
from an honorable but honeſt Tar; now 
exalted to a poſt which I doubt not but he 
will! fill, with (honor to himſelf and glo- 
ry to his country; and that we ſhall ere 
long be able to ſay (if * be not gene 
too far to be retrieved). 
Fam fides, et pax, et Honor, Pudorque 
Priſus, et negleesa redire virtus 
Audet, & 15 Hon. 


Lord N ugent ſpoke on the ſame occa- 


ſion. His ſpeech was chiefly intended. 
8 | to- 


+ I cannot help bearing this teſtimony in be- 
half of that learned Lord (who from his ſpeech 
on this occaſion was humourouſly called by Mr 
Dunning, now Lord Aſhburton, the naval Lord) that 
if I had but twenty ſhillings in the world, I would 
give fifteen for his abilities, and four and ſixpence 
for his Front; but I would hardly give the other 
teſter for his hen principles. What they may be 
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miſmanagement, was the cauſe of the ill 
ſucceſs of our naval affairs. Among 
other expreſſions in vindication of the 


(:2@: 3) 
to. prove that --5fortune.. rather than 


firſt Lord of the Admiralty, he made 
uſe of nearly the following words, How 


* ſhould the earl of Sandwich know 


* which courſe the French fleet would 
ce take? He is neither ſaint nor angel * 
« be * know this.” 


Now if ever pure uncorrupt truth drop- 


ped from that compliant bench on which 


the 


noto, or may be /oon, I pretend not to decide, (great 
allowances muſt be made for a man ſpeaking ex Mcio) 
but I doubt not but many among us as well as 
many others in an- higher aſſembly, not excepting 
thoſe who are clothed in pure unſpotted lawn, will 


now ſay for themſelves. 


Tempora mutantur nos et mutamur in illis. 
Non ſum gualis eram. 
Quantum mutatis ab ile! 
sn ſhort; 
Whatever king ſhall reign I'll fill by be vicar of Bray p A 
Or otherwiſe, 


Every new min lier i ſure to become a Ratcatcher, 


( pre 2 þ 
kb Lord then fats it nerd 


made that ſame declaration, and chough 
I marked the expreſſion particulady my- 


ſelf; I wondered that no ſpeaker after · 


wards took notice of it, for Lam ſure it 


was ſuch an one as met the ideas of the 
whole houſe; inſomuch that had the 
queſtion been put ſimply 41 It is the 


et opinion of this houſe that the fri Lord 
4 of the Admiralty, is neither 4 ſaint nor 
e an angel, it c have paſſed Tt, 


out any aten. 
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5 is not my 25 ae to 2 any 


notice of the particular ſpeeches which 
were made upon this or any other motion 


relative,to the: removal of the miniſtry : 


and yet I cannot help taking notice of 


one ſpeech which Was certainly intended 
for that day, but as ſome aukward miſ- 
hap or other would have it, either the 


learned orator who bad compoſed it, 
could not atend, or at leaſt could not 


C con- 
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conveniently ſpout it upon that particn- 
lar occaſion. But it was pity: the ſpeech 


ſhould: be loſt upon that account; there- 
fore as the learned gentleman could not 
bring the ſpecth to the day, he thought 

it would anſwer the ſame end if he could 
britg the day to the ſpeech: but I beg 
leave to inform him that thoſe days on 
which particular queſtions are agitated, 

are not moveable like the preſent feſtival 
of Eafter. It would be hard however to 
deny the learned gentlemen a privilege | 
which is claimed by all the clergy through- 
out the land, viz, that of putting a new 
text to an old ſermon. 


This ſermon or ſermo which was an 
eloge upon the earl of Sandwich, from 
whom he had received ſuch fignal favors 
(and had it been defered a few days long- 
er till the death of his adminiſtration, 
might have paſſed for a funeral oration) 


the learned Gentleman ſent (probably i in 


(23) 


the very folios in which it made it's ap- 


pearance out of his pocket in the Houſe) 


to the Morning Chronicle where thoſe 


who think they cannot have too much 5 4 
deo Thing, may read it at full length. 


But! havedone with this nobleE a 


Kia Panegyriſt and therefore diſmiſs them 


bath from the anvil. Happy would it have 


been for the Nation if the former had been 


1 long ago diſmiſſed from the Anclor. 


Mr. Fox wiſely conſidered that hav 
ing been himſelf the 'avowed Cham- 


pion of oppoſition, ' if he in his own. 


name brought forward all the queſtions 
tending to the removal of the Miniſtry, it 
would have been immediately ſaid © the 
* Country Gentlemen ſuffered themſelves 
to be led by the noſe by Charles Fox, 
« whilſt he himſelf wanted nothing'but the 


e loaves and fiches”. He therefore judged 


very properly that this cuſting buſineſs 


world come with much greater weight 
| " from 


— 


. 
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( 24 ), 5 
from ſonie ether quarter than from hims 
| ſelf a; accordingly the matter was under. 
taken firſt: hy Sir John Rous and after- 
wards by the Earl of Surry,” both highly 
reſpeQable characters, and educated in 
tory principles. Upon the motion of the 
former, the Miniſtry had oy a majority 
& Mae: and had the motion of Lord 
Sutry been debated, and a diviſion taken 
Place, there is no doubt but the Miniſter 
would have been left in a minority; 
foreſeeing which, he choſe to evade the 
diſgraceful ſituation by a ſudden and un- 
een gotjon of f adiouerment, ac- 
lep ach tis foams com- 


K Tiahy Nest and bien apropos to what Mr Adam 
had juſt been utging with a degree of warmth, 
.of a Placeman's ſpeech having the ſame weight 
as that of an independent man, was the apology 
of Mr Fox for riſing before Sir Edward Aſtley, 
(who then ſat next to him) when he confeſſed 
that he was far from thinking any thing he could 
ſay, would have the ſame authority with that of 
his honourable friend, the houſe Knowing the pre- 
dicament in which he ſtood. There is no harm, 


Fi - 


added he, in Hafer, ill of 0 on?”s felf, &c,? 


(EY. 
companied by a declaration, at Bs 
yo e 's Lanny; NY Were no mars! 1 


2111 '? 


From ns 1 babe hinkderts dd Ifta. 
ter myſelf it will be allowed that Ehave 
attended with ſome ſmall-degie& bf pre- 
ciſion to every thing that has paſſed upon 
the late important buſineſs af Parliament, 
and indeed I believe few. Members paid 
a ſtricter regard to the debates : which:/ 
paſſed upon the moſt intereſting motions, 
rio part of which wilfullyefcaped me. 1 
muſt confeſs, however, that once or 
twice, not being accuſtomed, tc to midnight 
hours, J caught myſelf ſnoring an har- 
monious et with : a certain noble Lord 
in a blue ribbon; though, it appeared i in 
the diviſion afterwards that we, were not 
quite ſo much 1 in concert When we were 
awake as when we were aſleep,” and that 
if our noſes were at perfect uniſon, our 

volces were at maven cob" 19. 7 
n 2 bete 
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Beſore I take my leave of the late mini(- 
try, I muſt obſerve that it was as unfor- 
tunate for them as it was otherwiſe for their 
ſucceſſors that they made their exit juſt af 
ter the propoſal of the new taxes. Of 
theſe taxes I ſhall beg to ſpeak a little, but 
that I may not be tedious I ſhall confine 
myſelf to that which 1 think by far the 
worſt of them: and to that which 1 think 
by far the beſt of them. g 


We will begin with. the "ER _ 


„ i Www ©» 


leave the latter pour la bonne bouche. 


Had thoſe who have lately gone out of 
office wiſhed to end their miniſterial ca- 
reer by one of the moſt unpopular actions 
that ever was done, they could not bave 
accompliſhed that wiſh more effectually 
than by their attempt to tax goods and 
merchandiſe ſent by land or water carriage, 
but eſpecially. the former. It is as Mr. 
Fox [well obſerved à tax upon the only ſree 


tradt 


Ca ) 

nate that is left among us*, and is oppreflive 
even to a degree of cruelty 3 and I know 
that petitions upon petitions will be ſent 
up againſt it from all quarters, ſhould it 
be. ſuffered to go on in the houſe; but this 
I am perſuaded will never. be the caſe. 


--rſt. Becauſe the new) adminiſtration 
finding how exceedingly averſe the nation 
in general is to this tax will never go on 
with a meaſure ſo likely to alienate the 

minds of the people from them at this 
critical juncture, when they would and da 
with to do all in their power to conciliate 
their affections. | 


2dly. Mr. Fox himſelf B ſpokeri 
againſt; this tax in the houſe (I mean. the 
land carriage more particularly) and af- 
terwards having requeſted, his friends in 
the lobby, when there was a diviſion upon 


4 5 Sir 


Ido not exactly recollect his very. 1 bue 
to the heſt of my remembrance 9 was his ſenti⸗ 


ment. 
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Sir John Rous's motion to attend in the 
houſe when that bill ſhould be read, can 


never after this, conſent to let it be adopt- 


ed, upon which account I ſhall ſpend no 
more time in ſhewing it's deſtructive and 


baneful tendency. 


It may be ſaid; © it is an * matter to 


ﬆ* find fault with the taxes, but not fo eaſy: 


ce to find others in their ſtead. Taxes we 
« muſt have, and every friend to the publio 


* ſhould now :chearfully join in the moſt 


4 vigorous efforts to ſtrengthen the hands 
* of the new adminiſtration, who unani- 
te mouſly wiſh to make every burden ag 
« light as Poſſible. | + ho 


All this I ſincerely A yet tax any 


thing or every thing but trade and induſ. 


try elf f. For inſtance tax all nm 
g 8 | $he 2877; Xo men 


+ I muſt here except Maid Servants which I be- 
lieve was once thought 0 And that for the fol- 
Towing reaſons, e Ta 


iſt. From 
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above ſuch an ape; (I am perfectly liberal: 
in the propoſal, being perbaps myſelf in 


-, 


. * p * 


aid Seruidnrs, 12 ſhall we draw the line be- 
tween ehamber maids and maids, of the bed-chams 
ber. Between, waiting maids, and maids i in wait, 
ing, or maids of honor? Theſe ſurely ſhould be 
taxed according to the value of their places. But 
2415. The grand objection to this tax is that it 
will greatly increaſe the horrid evils of ſeduction 
and proſtitution. For how few trades can women 
go to alfeady except thoſe of milliners and mantua⸗ 
makers? And I believe in general that thoſe] who 
are apprenticed to the former, ſeldom get very high 
in virtue's School. but if this tax were to take 
place, a truly modeſt woman would be a rara auizs 
indeed. I would therefore humbly propoſe in ſach 
caſe that what follows ſhould ſtand at the. n 
ning of the Bill. 

2 0 WHEREAS 1 * aide generation 
are not yet ſufficiently corrupt, and Whereas, the 
number of common proſtitutes thrqughaut this nar 
tion are ſtill found inadequate to ſupply the demands 
of che elergy and laity. Be it. therefore enacted, by 
the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with 
the conſent of the: Lords temporal and Spiritual, and 
the Commons, &, &c. That a tax be laid on 


every maid ſeryaut in, ugh, and ſuch a capacity, 
Sexo 7. whereby 


* < 
Ly 2 yy . , * n 
F "Lat," LOG; 5, oy ; * 4 
< os A 


( 30 1 ) % 
that number) but do not tax unmarried 
women, becauſe I ſuppoſe the generality 
of them cannot help being ſo. Some may 
fay if ſuch a tax ſhould be adopted, the 


language of many men to their wives 
would ſoon be, Oh ! that I had paid the 


tax! and that others will ſay they find 
a wife the heavieſt of all taxes but, 
Hero meliora2dly. Tax all livings and 


benefices above ſuch a value. —zdly. Tax 


deans and chapters, and | >:ſhopricks, and 
all idle non-reſident clergy, who mind 
8 1 I - 


whereby it is preſumed the ſaid inconvenience will 


be in great meaſure prevented, as many women who 


are now in ſervice, will upon their diſcharge be un- 
der the neceſſity of going immediately upon the 
town, and many others who in future would have 
been provided for in decent families will be under a 


like ene of giving themſelves up to proſti- 


tution.“ 

« Andbeit farther enacted by the awe afore- 
faid, that every maid ſervant ſo becoming proftitute 
before the 24th day of june next, ſhall be obliged 
and is hereby required to take out alicence of pro- 


Rition from the „ in form and manner as 
Whore's 


122 00 

the fleece more than the flock, and who 
to the ſad triumph of infidehry, 

2 Larve to better d crape the Wage! f frojer 


ithly. Tax | every print which i is ſold at the 
piQure-ſhops, by having them all ſtamped 
in proportion to their price, This will 
probably bring in ſomething conſiderable, 
and if it does not, it will at leaſt leſſen 
the number of print-ſhops, every one of 
which in the more public ſtreets, 1 is a ſort 
of nuiſance; by ſtopping idle gazers, to feed 
their eyes and fancies with the moſt wanton 
exhibitions. Fthly. Tax all who needleſsly 
travel on the Lord's day. —6thly. Tax all 
gaming 


Whore's licenes are granted by Bis Holineſs at 
Rome. For which licence ſo granted each Whore 
ſhall pay the ſum of 138. and 4d. all and every 
part of which ſums are to be accounted for by the 
oy maſter General.“ 


Far be i it from me thus to mention | the horrid evil 
of proſtitution as if I had not the deepeſt ſenſe of. its 
malignant nature, but I thought by ſetting; it, in 
this point of view it was more likely to dc the 
ar ES 


6 
gaming · houſes; and tax doublyand trebly 
thoſe murderers of peace, health, time, and 

credit, cards and dice. -7thly, Follow Sir 
Edward Aſtley s advice and tax friſ-urs ; 
it 1 matters not if the burden a, fall on 
is run for at hy EG ket or elſewhere, 
Tax ſnuff, and | perfurnery « of all ſorts.—In 
ſhort, tax the vices, follies and luxuries; of 
mankind to. the utmoſt but (ps are trade 
| and. commerce, ſpare Nee and as 


Py 7 


30 as poſſible, ſpare the Door. 2 


— 


1 am now faturally led to what I think 
one of the 'beſF taxes that ever was pro- 
poſed—and no doubt almoſt every reader 
has prejudged me, by ſaying, © Aye, 
« you mean the tax on playhouſes and 
25 public diverſions.” 5 


Moſt cordially I confeſs the YET ; 
and not one argument have I ſeen or 
heard againſt it, but what confirms me 
in wy opinion. For, Firſt, Waving the 

evil 


N 

evil and cortupt tendency of the Rage, 
and the ' dreadful evils done by it to 
the morals of thouſands, no bne i 1s com- 
coupe to pay à farthing a year to this 
z fo that it is entirely a voluntary 
tax. '2dly; It takes no more from any 
individual than what he himſelf judges 
he can very well ſpare, nay, it actually 
takes nothing but what is deemed ſuper- 
fluous after all the conveniencies of life 
are ſupplied. 3dly, It neither affects 
the poor, nor trade, nor any of the neceſ- 
ſaries of life. 4thly. If it decreaſes the 
number of players and of ſuch as exhibit 
at different places of diverſion (which 1 
much doubt) it may be the happy means 
of making thoſe ſeek to get a livelihood 
in a uſeful, creditable way, who now 
Ive as drones upon the public. Upon the 
whole, if we except all thoſe who are in 
ſome degree or other intereſted to exclaim 
4 againſt this tax, and thoſe who had ra- 
Ther ſpend their time and money at play- 

| houles 
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bouſes, &c. &c. than employ them 80 l 
any better purpoſes; I hope I may ſafely. 


ſay there is not a man of ſound ſenſe and 
of a real benevolent diſpoſition to be met 
with, but upon calmly weighing the ar- 
guments, will acquieſce in the propriety, ©? 
uſefulneſs, and even expediency-of this 1 0 
tax on public diverſions, which I truſt 1 L 
will be extended throughout England, as 
well as in the metropolis, © | 


Nai 


What a ſcandal Wonld: it — 8 | 
even to heathen Rome, what demonſtra- ( 
tion of the decay of her glory, what evi- 1 l 
dence of the corruption of her manners; 1 F 
what direful proof that all attention 
to the public welfare was abſorbed by 


C 

luxury and effeminacy, if the great bu- 
ſineſs of the ſenate had ever been poſt- 1 
poned or ſtood ſtill, in order that the 2 
ſenators themſelves might attend at the 
theatre to ſee ſome foreigner cut capers, 4 


and pay their tribute of money and praiſe 
| to 


6 
to his excellencies.— Vet Was not this 
actually done laſt year at the time of 


Monſieur Veſtris's benefit? Bluſh Eng- 
land! Blaſh Chriſtian proteſtant nation . 


Pudet hec opprobria nobis 
Et dici ; nomuiſh, et non potuiſſe eli. 


Mr. Burke, with a proper tincture of wit, 
ſatire, and manly courage, mentioned the 
above circumſtance in the houſe of com- 
mons at the time. But the name of 
THE Veſiris x was too dear to be thus 
brought up with impunity, for the next 
day, ignorance and impudence joined their 
united forces to ridicule Mr. Burke in 
1 of the e public papers. 


It 


* Rather waa not affect to be genteel, numbers 
of people will venture to expoſe their own folly; 
hence THE Veſtris. Now the articles 7) and la 
before an Italian proper name may, without much 

abſurdity, be tranſlated by the word 7he, becauſe 
agrecable to the idiom of that language; but it is 
downright nonſenſe to place them before a French 
name.—So that THE Veſtris is THE JOE 
fence of i ignorance and affectation. 


— 


35 ). 
15 it not * time, high time, that 


theſe ſort of places ſhould be taxed to- 
wards the exigencies of the ſtate, when, 


notwithſtanding the empire' is crumbling 
into ruins, we are ſo loſt to all feeling of 
our own; and to the miſeries of our 
fellow-creatures, that we can anually pay 
as much to the ſupport of French and 
Italian ſingers and dancers, whether the 
this, or Ihe that, or zh other, as would 


relieve thouſands of poor; fitk; induſtrious 
families, who” are deſtitute of all the 
neeeſſaries of life; and as woald fit out 
ſeveral ſhips of the line for the public 
ſervice, + 


: Having 
+. When theſe taxes were firſt propoſed, I had 
ſome thoughts of mentioning ta,the houſe in perſon, 
a part of what [ have now put to paper concerning 
them. But I confeſs, that whenever I rife to ſpeak 
before that learned and judicious aſſembly (for I 
am certain that the body of them are men of ſolid 
ſenſe and liberal education, and that though I have 
hitherto been indulzed with a candor and attention 


5 which fills me with ſhame) I am always ſeiſed with. 
. ſuch 


— 


65375) 
-- HavinG now briefly touched on the 
wand oy of — 3 Sm. made 
85 | ſome 


— 


2 a * of t terror and agitation. AS cauſes me 
to loſe my whole chain of ideas as well as arrange- 
ment of my words; and therefore, in futuro, J be- 
lieve it may be my beſt way to be ſilent; at leaſt I 
will claim no other privilege than that of an aſs or 
2 calf ſtung by a gadfly, if perchance any thing 
ſhould ſuddenly rouſe me up to bray or bellow a 
little in my own poor tone, for my country's good. 

It is but a ſhort. while ago-I was -remarking. to a 
friend, that there are a few lines in Pope's verſion 
of the Satires of Horace, which, if I could but re- 
verſe, I ſhould never be afraid of riſing to ſpeak 
before the houſe, —The words are theſe : 5 


* * 


Ki There liv'd i in primo Georgii they 8 
«4 worthy member (no ſmall fool) a bord, 
ho tho" the houſe was up, delighted Jat, ; 

Heard, noted, anſwered as in full debate.” 


Now could I directly change the e and 
fancy the houſe empty when it is full, I could 
ſpeak my mind to the bare walls without diſmay ; 
and I doubt not but numbers of my reſpectable 
brethren find the caſe ſo much the ſame with them- 
ſelves, that if they were to riſe up they could get 
no farther, than the great Mr. Addiſon's * con- 
© ceive, who though he roſe three times with thoſe 

2 words 
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ome ani madverſions on the preſentchange 
of miniſtry, and on the moſt important 
motions which have lately been debated 
in the houſe; and having taken the li- 
berty to give my opinion very freely on 
two of the propoſed taxes, I ſhall bring 
this piece to a concluſion, with a conciſe 
view of the ſtate of religion among us, 
both in and out of the houſe of Commons. 


Tux religion of the houſe of Commons! 
ſays one. Would I ſpeak of that which 
has no exiſtence ? Let us not be too ſe- 
vere: at the ſame time let us not be afraid 
to ſpeak the truth, and to ſpeak out too. 


We will divide the houſe upon this 
point into three claſſes, 
 Firſ, 


words, yet.as one near him obſerved, ** after having 
& thrice conceiued, brought forth nothing.” From 
whence I conclude, that the ſilent part of the 


houſe is perhaps not the leſs 4 ſenſible por of the 


houſe. 


6 90 | 
Fir, T Thoſe wha pay no credit at all 


. to Chriſtianity. — 
Secondly, Thoſe who give their aſſent 


to the truth of Chriſtianity and yet live i in 
direct oppoſitien to it. 


T birdh, Thoſe who both believe and 
: Practice Chriſtianity, 


Which ever be the moſt numerous of 
' theſe claſſes, none will aps bo that the laſt 
Is "we far * leaſt. {Is 


e me o y A. Mon wo. to [the 
txyo firſt of theſe claſſen n ö 


Fir, to thoſe who:; pay no » endl at ll | 


to Chriſtianity. 


Vou think yourſelves the only men of 
ſenſe and reaſon; and yet you refiſt ſuch 
evidence as neither fenie nor reaſon (if 


not blinded by paſſion and prejudice) can 


— withſtand. 
92 See 


Mw. * 


(' 4 9 
See before your eyes a ſtanding miracle 
in the preſent ſtate of the Jewiſh. nation; 
preſerved as they are, (and as it was fore- 
told they ſhould be ſo many hundred 
years | before their difperfion) a diſtinct 
people, yet ſcattered over the face of the 
whole earth : all other great and power- 
ful nations, the Aſſyrian, Perſian, Gre- 
cian and Roman empires, among which 
they have been ſcattered, come to an end 
and deſtroyed ; yet this people. ſtill re- 
maining juſt in the ſame ſtate, neither 
increaſing nor diminiſhing in their num- 
bers, though without king, or governors, 
without armies, or without any country 
of their own.—View them keeping in 
their hands and reverencing thoſe very 
prophecies which foretel their obſtinacy 
and their rejection of the Meſſiah, and 
every minute particular which has ever 
befallen them as a nation, and which 
ſhall befal them till the end of time. 

Again 


an 

Again, Conſider ſome of the parti- 
cular prophecies relative to the Meſſiah 
himſelf.—If the old Teſtament prophecies 
were an impoſture, would the utterers 
of them have foretold ſuch events as 
in future ages were never likely to come 
to paſs? eſpecially would a ſucceſſion 
of men, and thoſe of uncorrupt lives, 
deſpiſing all human honors and all the 
' comforts of life, foriſeveral hundred years, 
have followed one another in foretelling 
ſuch ſtrange improbabilities? They could 
gain no credit by ſuch predictions whilſt 
they lived, and had they not been fully 
aſſured of the truth of them; inſtea@ of 
being cunning deſigning men, they muſt 
have been fools indeed, if they had ſup: 
poſed they ever could have been accom- 
pliſhed. For had they been falſe, in or- 
der to make them appear true, à diſ- 
tinguiſned perſon muſt come into the 
ane, of a particular tribe, of a parti- 
D + cular 


Cay: 

cular family, and at a particular time; 
muſt live a life of poverty and con- 
tempt, andi at laſt ſuffer the moſt igno- 
minious death as a malefactor. Such a 
perſon did appear, and did accompliſh 
in the fulleſt manner all the prophecies 
concerning him. And is it not as unlikely 
that any one would have done this in agg 
der to ſave the reputation of the prophets, 
as that the prophets themſelves would 
have foretold the various circumſtances 
of his whole life and death, upon the 
random proſpect that ſome deceiver 
would at the exact time foretold, and in 
every other reſpect ſuited to their prophe- 
cies, ſtart up and rather ſuffer the moſt 
cruel-tortures, than that one tittle of what 
they had faid, ſhould not be verified. 


If the propagation of the goſpel by a 
few illiterate fiſhermen have nothing 
wonderful in it, conſider the character 
of St Paul, a man of learning and of li- 

hs beral 
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beral education, a ſtrict moraliſt, by pro- 
feſſion a Jew, and a violent enemy of the 
Chriſtian religion. What but the moſt 
thorough perſualibn of the ttt of the 
cauſe in which he was engaged, could 
incline him to preach that fallt which 
once he deſtroy ed, to ſuffer Bonds and 
impriſonment, cold and nakedneſs, boldly 
to meet perils of every kind, and to nd 
witneſs to the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
fore kings and emperors, 1 and Gen- 
tiles? 


15 the aue of the _ Mg | 
not force ſufficient conviction upon your 
mind, eonfider the character of the tra- 
tor Judas. He was an apoſtle alſo, and. 
muſt have been in the ſecret if Chriſt 
had been an impoſtor, and his apoſtles 
partakers of the deceit; yet conſcious of 
his guilt; he confeſſed to the higls prieſt 
that he had betrayed the innocent blood, 
throw down the money with which he 
D p- had 


n) 
| had been bribed, and went out and b, 
ed himſelf, 


Wonderful indeed is that — —— of 
Zechariah, ſo long a time before the event, 


preſeryed in the hands of the Jews with - 


out a poſſibility of it's being interpolated, 

that ſuch a character as Judas ſhould a- 
riſe, that he ſhould betray his maſter for 
thirty pieces of ſilver, and that with thoſe 
thirty pieces of ſilver, the potters field 
ſhould be bought. Had Zechariah been 


a deceiver, could he have imagined that 
ſo ſingular and fo particular a predic- 
tion in which a potter and his field, the 
chief prieſts, thoſe enemies of Chriſti- 


anity, as well as Judas himſelf, muſt all 
have been concerned, was ever likely to 
be accompliſhed, when in order to that 
accompliſhment, the man who was the 


principal actor in it, muſt be branded 
as a traitor as long as the world exiſts, 
, n and 


— 
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and hang himſelf in ſupport of what he 


knew to be an errant lie. Yet ſuch a 
character as Judas did appear, and every 
thing which was foretold of him, both 


by Zechariah and David, and laſtly, by 


Gm himſelf, _—_ came to paſs. 


But I ſay no more on this ſubject, 


as 1 believe what I have ſaid. is rather 
heid forth in a new point of view; and 


as I am fully perſuaded that if any man 


lives and dies an infidel, it is not for 


want of evidence, but for want of a can- 


did ſearch after truth. 


A few words only to ſuch as profeſs 
to believe the doctrines of Chriſtianity, 


and yet live in direct oppofiionite, them. 


If any perſons whatſoever will be con- 
demned out of their own mouths, i it. will 


certainly be ſuch as profeſs. that they 


believe in Chriſt, and yet in works de- 


oy 
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ny him; and indeed the infatuation of 


confeſſing that there is ſalvation in his name, 
and yet living in open rebellion againſt him, 

or treat ing him with that indifference as if 
he were a mere cypher, is ſo very glaring, 
that ir is to be accounted for only from the 
principle of human nature being totally 
corrupt or fallen. But ſurely the inhabi- 
rants of Tyre and Sidon ſhall rife up in 
judgment againſt perſons of this charac- 

ter; and though they ma) be read y to 

profeſs their faith in him even at the great 

day, yet he wilt: ſay unto them before an 
aflembled world Depart from me, I ne- 
ver knew you,” Fe ag of niquity.”, 


hel the whole, as an aſſembly of ſe- 
Matos, at leaſt profeſing Chriſtianity (for 
the religion of Jeſus Chriſt has never yet 
been formally excluded by vote) is not in- 
conſiſtency ſtamped upon all our proceed. 
ings : To inſtance only in one particular: 
| We 


** ” 


We have an excellent cuſtom, inſtituted 
by our forefathers, viz. that of beginning 
all our public bufineſs with prayer. But 
here our worthy Speaker acts more than 
officially, for he is an abſolute pleni poten- 


tiary; ſince whatever bleſſings or benefits 


are ſuppoſed to be derived to the great aſ- 
ſembly of the nation, whatever tranſac- 
tions are carried on betwixt heaven and 
earth, or whatever is aſked from the Ma- 
jeſty on High, is wholly left 4 the chair, 
as it frequently happens that not one ſingle 
member is preſent to ſecond the addreſs th 
the throne of grace. So that Dean Swift's 
Dearly beloved Roger, with a very ſmall 
variation; would well ſuit our daily ſervice 
in the Houſe of Commons. Whatever 
buſineſs is ſuppoſed to be of conſequence, 
that which relates to eternity is poſtponed 
or adjourned, fire die. Inſomuch that if 
a member comes to the door of the Houſe 
during the time of prayer, he is generally 

a4accoſted 
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generally returned by his lordſhip or the 
honorable gentleman, 1 is “ very well Mr. 
5 Pearſon, then I will walk about a little 


> till prayers are over,” 


a4, 
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to infer that a mere at endance on the 


profit any man; on the contrary, it on- 


ſubſiſt, though religion itſelf have taken 
it's flight into ſome unknown region. 


Of a day indeed in which ſome inter- 
eſting debate is expected, perhaps forty 
or fifty members are aſſembled before, 
and whilſt the church ſervice is reading. 
And what are they aſſembled for? to 
write their names and take their places, 
| And 


accoſted with * Sir, or my Lord. the 
; * ſpeaker ION going. at prayers, or the 
e ſpeaker is af prayers ;” and the anſwer 


0 I wonkd not from hence-be thought 
prayers without feeling or devotion, can 


ly adds to the farce and mockery of re- 
religion, which farce and mockery ſtill 


'Y\. 
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And what is going on whilſt we are 


ſuppoſed to be intreating the divine bleſ- 


ſing on our endeavours that? peace and 
© happineſs, truth and juſtice, religion 


e and piety, may be eſtabliſhed among 
« us.“ Every thing but praying. One 
reading a. petition, another a bill, a 

third a report, a fourth n to 


his neighbour, &c. &c. 


And whether matters are much mended 
in a higher aſſembly, though the buſi- 
neſs be performed by a lord ſpiritual, let 
thoſe judge who have ever been witneſs. 


Excellent, as this inſtitution of begin- 


ning our national buſineſs with prayer is, 


yet J fear that if it had not been long 


inſtituted by cuſtom, and that if any 


member were now to get up and make 


a motion for it's introduction, he would 


be thought a more fit object for a cell in 
Bedlam, than for a ſeat in St. Stephen's 
Wo as _ chapel, 
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chapel, eſpecially if he were ts preface it 
with only ſuch plain words as are neceſ- 
ſarily included in every prayer which is 
offered up, and in the very deſign of the 
inſtitution ĩtſelf. We will ſuppoſe the 
motion to run as follows, and we will 
alſo ſuppoſe the mover to be either the 
Hon. Cs F. x, or E—-d G— n, 
Efq- the learned author of the decline of 
the Roman empire. „ 
THE MOTION. ; 
Mr. Speaker, a | 
©] beg to move this hbnourable 
te houſe, that in this alarming, criti- 
* cal ſtate of public affairs, and un- 
der the deepeſt ſenſe of the inſuffici- 
* ency of our own wiſdom to guide us, 
* and of our own ſtrength to defend us, 
e may daily and unanimouſly join 
heart and voice in imploring God's 
« gracious help and protection througli 
= AY ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; and that a chap- 
| <« lain 


( 
« lain be appointed by this honovtable 
10 * houſe, or EE 00301 


_ Methipks * hear the ery- ol Fain 
order, Order! from ell parts af ile 
houſe. Some laughing, ſome aſking if 
Mr. F- x and Mr. G n are turned me- 
thodiſts. Some ſaying this might have 
done well enough in che praying times af 
puritaniſm, but it will never do for our 
days, &c. &c. &c. Yet there is nothing 

at all in this motion, but what we all 
| tacitly accede to, if we mean any thing 
at all by our prayers ; and if there ever 
was any reaſon whatever in the inſtitution 
itſelf, it muſt be that, and only bat which 
18 contained i in n the above motion. 


I find from our journals, that not many 
years ago, there was an order of the 
houſe, that if any member was not at 
prayers, he ſhould forfeit one chilling; 
and if this fine were now to be levied 


upon 


K 


upon every abſentee, it would bring ir in a 5 


very conſiderable revenue. But it is 


much to be lamented that there is often 
a full hour between the time of prayer 


and the ſpeaker's taking the chair, owing 
to there not being a ſufficient number - 
members to make a houſe, - which is 

great bar and inconvenience to ſuch as 


would otherwiſe always wiſh to attend 


3 but now can not. 


* 1 n now run n the riſk of being deemed 
a fanatic far ſnppaling, . = 


1ſt. That a miniſter of ſtate moy PA 
_ fbly have a ſoul. 


2dly. For aſſuring the new miniſtry, | 
that though I pretend not to ſay how 


fervently and how frequently they them- 
ſelves have prayed for God's bleſſing on 
their councils, ſince they came into office, 


yet J am certain many excellent Chriſtians 


have 


— : 
mu. 


% 


( 
have been praying for them, not only in 
their congregations but in their cloſets 


and families. 


In our debates we have frequent ap- 


peals to the ſtatute law, to the common 
law, to the law of nature, and to the law 
of nations; but how ſeldom do we ap- 


peal to the law of God to determine our 


differences, though by our very profeſſion 


as Chriſtians we avow ourſelves to be 
guided. by it ! Had this been done only 
in the ſingle inſtance of the debate whe- 


ther the American priſoners (being con- 


ſidered as rebels) were to be put on the 


ſame footing as to their diet with the 


French priſoners, an apoſtle would ſoon 
have ſettled the difference. If thine 


ce enemy hunger feed him, if he thirſt 


« give him drink.” But if God were to 
treat all who are living as rebels againſt 


him as ſome among us were for treat- 
ing the American -priſoners, many a 
protuberant paunch would be brought 


E down, 


G 


Whether the voice of the people be in 
general the voice of their repreſentatives, 
ſhall not here be diſcuſſed, but if we could 
ſuppoſe the religion of the people was de- 
legated to their repreſentatives, who will 


not ſay that Carduanity is at a 2 low 
ebb indeed! N51 


Truth, fad, awful truth, anulf be ies 


ken. We are a ſinful nation, a people la- 


den with iniquity, faſt bound with the 


chan of wickedneſs; and yet laden as 


we are, we ſeel not our burden; and 
bound as we are, we take pleaſure in our 
chains. From the higheſt to the loweſt 


order of men, there is a total forgetful- 


neſs of God, a contempt of real religion 
and ſeriouſneſs. We have forſaken God, 


and God ſeems to have given us up to 


that ſpirit of ſlumber which overſpread 


the 


down, and many a well-elothed back 
Would ſhiver with cold and nakedneſs. - 
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the Jewiſh: nation before its total over- 
throw by the Romans ; and our guilt is. 


fo much greater than theirs, in proportion 


as our bleſſings and privileges are greater. 


But among all our crying national ſins 
I muſt not omit to mention particularly 
our dreadful profana ion of the Lord's 


day; a fin always marked under the Jew- 
iſh diſpenſation by God's peculiar diſplea- 


ſure; and yet in this Chriſtian nation it 
is the day of all others in which he is 
moſt ſignally dishonored, ſince I may 
venture to affirm there is more idle viſit- 


ing, unneceſſary travelling, gluttenous 
feaſting, and trifling diſſipation on that 
day than on all the other ſix days of the 


week; not to mention that there is now 


a public news paper printed and hawked 


about every ſunday morning; and that 


machines, diligences, &c. are openly and 


conſtantly advertiſed to ſet out on that 
3 E 2 Amidſt 
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Amidſt all the din of war, and the cries of 
the nation for peace, who (eſpecially among 
the great) laments his being in a ſtate of 
war and enmity againſt God? Who puts 
in his claim for the bleſſings of the Prince 
of Peace, freely offered us in the Goſ pel? 


In how few families of rank is the 


word of God conſcientiouſly read, and 
the children and ſervants called in to daily 
prayers? Nay, is not even the old decent 
cuſtom of aſking a bleſſing on our food in 


general laid aſide? Among ladies of rank 


and quality, for one who has lately been 
engaged in reading any book with re- 
verence and attention, which is likely to 
promote her ſpiritual welfare, may we not 
without any flagrant breach of charity, 
ſuppoſe that fifty have been employed in 
reading Lady Worſley's trial can gran 
mm Where are the miniſters of Chriſt 


to 
3 


* I have before mentioned the expediency of tax- 
ing prints expoſed to ſale; and 1 ſuppoſe nobody 
will deny Put it would have been very proper and 


2 


cry out, O tempora ] O mares! 


4 


to be found, who ſhew more regard to 
the value of immortal fouls than to 


the value of their tithes and glebe ! 
alas! it is with the Prieſt as it is with 


the People, we have all corrupted our 


way, and without ſpeedy repentance 
and reformation, there is no doubt but 
the judgments of a long: ſuffering God 
will be poured out upon us to the ut- 
termoſt. 


For my own part I pretend to no pro- 
phetic ſpirit, but from God's dealings 
with other nations, particularly that of 
the Jews, and from the ſcript ure ſigns of 
the preſent times, I firmly believe we 


— 


are 


1 * 


no great thack on the arts and ſciences, if there had 


been at leaſt a ?wopenny ſtamp on all the new prints 
where Lady W———y. is exhibited ſtark naked 
in the Beth, with'a certain officer clevated on a 
certain late Privy Counſellor's ſhoulders, in order to 
feaſt his eyes with the ſight: tho? as the ſaid officer 
only paid one ſhilling for the original, perhaps eight 
fence would be thought quite too much for the 
repreſentative. Well indeed may monthly reviewers 
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E 
are at the eve of ſome great event, which 
will make us feel both nationally and in- 
dividually, how evil and how bitter a 


thing it is to have departed from the liv- 
ing God, | 


c Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings: 
© be learned ye that are . of the 
earth. : 


« Serye the Lord in fear, and rejoice 
e ynto him with reverence...  .-.- 


« Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and 

© fo ye periſh from the right way z If his 

e wrath be kindled (yea, but a little) bleſ- 

A ſed are all they that put their truſt in 
"<Q © him. I” 


Dm ii: 10, 11, 12. 


[= | Erratum omitted, p. 55:1: 14, for glultenous read ghutfonioiy 
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